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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from International Law Applied to the Treaty of Peace It is
permitted in some instances of cession, but withheld altogether in others. As to the Covenant of the League of
Nations, it is a reactionary institution rather than a progressive one, in that it ignores the whole modern trend
toward the establishment of international relations upon the foundations of law, rather than upon compromise
and expediency. The Covenant of the League of Nations looks to the establishment of superintendence over
international relations by political as distinguished from legal methods. There is not a single reference to
international law in the whole Covenant that points to any definite plan whatever for the progressive
improvement and extension of that law. In neither the Council of the League of Nations nor in any body to
function under it, in the proposed settlement of disputes, is there any provision for the limitation of their actions
within the settled principles of law. It is possible for the League of Nations to take up and carry on the
achievements of the last two decades, starting where the Hague Conferences left off and looking to the
progressive development of law and the substitution of judicial settlements for mere arbitration based on
compromise, but such an intention is nowhere manifested in the Covenant. In fact there appears to be almost a
complete abandonment of the lessons of the past. Not only does the Treaty of Versailles fail to lend its great
sanction to the establishment of progressive principles, but it sets aside, so far as future validity is concerned,
many principles wrung only with the most laborious effort from a self-interested world. Thus the...
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