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malpractice claims go no further The Decision to Seek Legal Redress than pre-suit inquiry, when the medical
record Little is known about why patients can be screened by the plaintiffs attorney choose to sue, but studies of
negligent injuries using hired medical experts. 14 About 37 in New York and California confirm that most victims
of medical percent of claims closed nationwide in 1984 were dropped or settled before a legal suit negligence
do not sue ( 29, 75 ). The limited was even filed in a court, and of these cases evidence indicates that the decision
whether or not to sue results from both the patients 36 percent resulted in a payment to the 1 plaintiA ( 142 ). 5
disposition and the physician-patient relationship, but the severity and costliness The exchange of information
between of the injury appears to increase the the parties appears to be very eAective in probability that patients
will seek legal eliminating cases of dubious merit relatively redress ( 55, 81, 127, 157 ). early in the process and
providing for early For The decision to seek a legal remedy is settlement for meritorious cases. example, a study
of 252 claims brought usually made in consultation with an attorney. Virtually all medical malpractice against
a single hospital and resolved by the cases are paid for on a contingency fee end of 1989...
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