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illustrated. Excerpt: . . . and the old third-class boxes have been transformed into really satisfactory
compartments, with cushions and curtains in many cases. The first-class carriages of twenty-five years ago
would not now be tolerated. The underground railway has added vastly to business resources and general
amenity. Telephones are beginning to show their powers, and to merchants are already a great convenience.
Modern illumination of every kind by candle, oil, gas, or electricity, has given us the means of working and
amusing ourselves by a steady, pleasant, and harmless light. Information on every special subject is to be had
in unparalleled abundance, and the chief necessaries of life, such as flour and newspapers, are cheaper than
ever before. Every man and every family, with a fair amount of skill and prudence, can earn as good an income
as a government clerk, and live in a house of their own. Such are some of the most obvious ripples and waves
upon that great tide of progress which within a century will make the better part of the province of houses a
very tidy spot to live upon. EEK not thy God in wonders or in signs, Nor through the service of an empty heart;
He is not man who to mere words in-clines, Or conjures faith with any sudden art. He is no king to deal rewards
or pains, Or stranger to be pleased with rare regard; He loves not jewelled shrines or pillared fanes Where pride
of sense the humble...
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