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that problems in the telecommunications industry, such as widespread telecommunications outages and
telephone numbering shortages, were the impetus behind the creation of two committees. When considering
which advisory committees to establish, FCC said that the Commissions committee management officer - the
agency official responsible for managing and overseeing the advisory committees - evaluates the usefulness
and mission of a potential committee to ensure the benefits of establishing the committee are clear. While the
committee management officer determines which advisory committees are to be established, the opinions of
FCCs Chairman are taken into consideration. As prescribed by OMB, FCC is limited to eight discretionary federal
advisory committees, but FCC officials we interviewed said that this limit does not pose a problem, and there
are no plans to create additional committees at this time. Advisory committee members who responded to our
survey, as well as the Committee Members, FCC FCC officials and trade and interest groups we contacted, said
the Officials, and Interest Group committees generally operate and function effectively. For example, 87
Representatives Generally percent of responding committee members were satisfied with the clarity Believe
That Advisory of their committees operating rules and procedures. Regarding committee Committees Function
operations, 73 percent of the responding members said they were satisfied Effectively with how the committees
use technology to facilitate meetings. Furthermore, an overwhelming majority of members agreed that fellow
members represent parties that have an interest in the mission and agenda of the committee, and that
committee members have sufficient knowledge and experience to provide inp.. ....
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