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estimating upon bills of quantities, or, as it is more popularly termed, the Quantity System. Indeed, it is a subject
in which I have always taken an active interest. I mention this, however, simply by way of explanation, which
seems to be necessary, for I believe this is the first occasion in the history of San Francisco, and probably in the
United States, when a practising architect has been honored with an invitation to address a body of contractors
upon such a practical theme as Estimating - a subject which, perhaps, in some quarters, architects are not
supposed to know much about, and I regard it as a good sign when a contractors organization is broad
enough, and progressive enough, to invite an architect to address them upon such a practical and important
topic. I regard the invitation as a great compliment. It gives me the greatest pleasure to be with you this
evening, and I trust that we may have a full discussion of the subject at the close of my remarks. About the
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