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have decided to tell the story of my life. | intend to include information about my parents and my brother, and
as | recall various events, | will include stories about other relatives and friends as well. We were an especially
close family and our lives always revolved around one another. | believe this closeness was fostered by the love
my parents had for each other, and they passed this love to each of us. In addition, Tommy and | were highly
respected and encouraged by Mom and Dad all through their lives. They loved to take credit for all we
achieved, as well they should have. We always did the best we could. But they gave us the chance and the
backing we needed. Especially because Tommy and | were deeply loved by our parents, we gained confidence
and assurance. We knew where we stood from the beginning. And we could always count on Mom and Dad for
anything we needed. In addition, my parents deeply loved their families. They passed on this love to us through
their close relationships with their brothers, sisters, cousins, and relatives in Italy and Romania, as well as their
many friends. Family came first all through our lives. There may have been disagreements, but they were only
occasional and the closeness returned. We were always thrilled to receive letters from the relatives overseas and
the letters were read word for word to each other. | always felt part of the larger family, even though | did not
understand the language. My mother interpreted for us, so we knew what was said and what the news was.
Since my brother Tommy died so suddenly on November 14, 2003, I...
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