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illustrated. 1886 edition. Excerpt: . . . distinct as Barbarossas red beard. As a recorder of subjective impressions,
of psychological aspects of travel, De Amicis is unrivalled. He is an artist who transmutes, an enchanter who
transforms, a travelling philosopher in whom the artistic and elaborative imagination dominates, a colorist
steeped in tropical hues, which he scatters broadcast over his picture without its ever losing its own distinctive
quality and outline. By nature an enthusiast, he is possessed of the divinus afflatus of wandering, and he is so
full of the beauty of his wanderings, that he must give utterance to it as soon as he finds pen. Hence the brilliant
phapsodies that have chased each other from the press, with their profusion of landscape, their luxury of
description, their prodigal fancy, their poetic imagery. As to that meteor-stream of description and apostrophe-
-the Constantinople--perhaps the Orient was never so dazzlingly described before. Amicissemi-Oriental nature
finds in this theme a congenial topic. Pictures fly like sparks from his pen-point: his pictorial power is energized
to an extraordinary degree; and the result is a monumental work of the descriptive kind whose popularity
seems to be growing, and whose successive editions are now continued in this handsome illustrated reprint, in
quarto form. The gem of the whole is the chapter dedicated to The Grand Bazaar, though The Dogs of
Constantinople lose nothing of their piquant charm by the comparison. Those of us who have wandered over
the same ground, and through many of the...
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