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.twenty-three bishopricks, the endowments of some of which
are little enough; others have moderate ones, and others more
abundant. But all are within the bounds of moderation. None
of the bishops interfere in any matters but the ministry of the
word and sacraments, except when the law requires them, or
at the command of the sovereign. Nor in these things, as far as
I am aware, do they deal harshly with the brethren, but temper
what is severe with surprising lenity. Our opponents, however,
would complain most grievously, were our jurisdiction
transferred to the laity, as they call them: they would soon find
out that the gold had been exchanged for brass. But how true
are the insinuations which they have whispered against us in
the ears of the godly, time will shew. And our rejoicing is the
testimony of our conscience. I wish they would...
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