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Excerpt: .record in the latter part of 1917. I am not going to
enlarge on the fighting. Except for the days at the Polygon
Wood it was neither very severe nor very distinguished, and
you will find it in the history books. What I have to tell of here is
my own personal quest, for all the time I was living with my
mind turned two ways. In the morasses of the Haanebeek flats,
in the slimy support lines at Zonnebeke, in the tortured uplands
about Flesquieres, and in many other odd places I kept
worrying at my private conundrum. At night I would lie awake
thinking of it, and many a toss I took into shell-holes and many
a time I stepped off the duckboards, because my eyes were on
a different landscape. Nobody ever chewed a few wretched
clues into such a pulp...
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