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'government by the people'. It grants equality and freedoms to all citizens and the fact that a stable democracy
is one of the Copenhagen Criteria required by the EU from possible accession candidates shows the agreement
and broad acceptance of democracy as the most just form of government we currently can think of.
Democracy stands out through the freedom and the possibility to actively engage in politics which it grants to
all citizens. But this generosity comes with a price: Besides fostering the political dialogue it also gives space
and opportunity to extreme and even anti-democratic powers which might misuse their rights granted by the
system to actually abolish the same. Do we have to accept this misuse as a side eHect of democratic freedom or
should we draw a line somewhere Do we maybe even have a responsibility to protect our system The struggle
between a solution to eHectively protect the democratic system from misusing powers and the danger to
actually undermine it ourselves by limiting the personal freedoms and rights which are at the core of it, is
centralized in the ongoing debate about the idea of a 'defensive democracy'. The question on how much
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