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illustrated. 1902 edition. Excerpt: . . . would be of very much use to them as skilled workmen. The wages are
such that a young man would not be induced to brave the disadvantages to fit himself for the trades. There
seems to be a difference of opinion as to whether the Negro is gaining or losing in skilled work. But we think
that from the fact that there is such a great discrimination in wages which would possibly force the best
mechanics to seek other employment more remunerative, and because of the low class of work which the
Negro is forced to do in many of the trades, which robs him of any chance to do fine work and to become an
all-round workman in his trade, and from the many limitations and unjust laws passed by the labor unions, the
Negro in our section is losing. This may not be seen very much now but will be one of our sad awakenings.
Those who think the Negro of Memphis is losing, credit it not so much to inefficiency, as to organized labor
unions which direct, in many instances, all their energy against the Negro. It is safe to say, said a leading Negro
artisan, that 20 years ago the Negro followed largely all the trades and about five-eighths of all the laborers
were Negroes. If the Negro had been inefficient in his labor then other labor would have been imported; but this
was not done. Yet it seems very...
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