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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1868 Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER XLIX. FORMATION OP CORAL REEFS. GROWTH OF CORAL CHIEFLY
CONFINED TO TROPICAL REGIONS--PRINCIPAL GENERA OF CORAL-BUILDING ZOOPHYTES--THEIR RATE OF
GROWTH SELDOM FLOURISH AT GREATER DEPTHS THAN TWENTY FATHOMS--ATOLLS OR ANNULAR REEFS

WITH LAGOONS MALD1VE ISLES ORIOIN OF THE CIRCULAR FORM--CORAL REEFS NOT BASED ON SUBMEROED
VOLCANIC CRATERS MR. DAR WINs THEORY OF SUBSIDENCE IN EXPLANATION OF ATOLLS, ENCIRCLING AND
BARRIER REEFS--WHY THE WINDWARD SIDE OF ATOLLS HIGHEST--SUBSIDENCE EXPLAINS WHY ALL ATOLLS
ARE NEARLY ON ONE LEVEL--ALTERNATE AREAS OK ELEVATION AND SUBSIDENCE OrflGIN OF OPENINGS INTO

THE LAGOONS SIZE OF ATOLLS AND BARRIER REEFS--OBJECTION TO THE THEORY OF SUBSIDENCE
CONSIDERED--COMPOSITION, STRUCTURE, AND STRATIFIED ARRANGEMENT OF ROCKS NOW FORMINO IN
CORAL REEFS LIME WHENCE DERIVED--SUPPOSED INCREASE OF CALCAREOUS MATTER IN MODERN EPOCHS
CONTROVERTED--CONCLUDING REMARKS. The powers of the organic creation in modifying the form anil
structure of the earths crust are most conspicuously displayed in the labours of the coral animals. We may
compare the operation of these zoophytes in the ocean to the effects produced on a smaller scale upon the
land by the plants which generate peat. In the case of the Sphagnum, the upper part vegetates while the lower
portion is entering into a mineral mass, in which the traces of organisation remain when life has entirely
ceased. In corals, in like manner, the more durable materials of the generation that has passed away serve as
the foundation on which the living animals continue to rear a similar structure. The stony part of...
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